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Public  Health  Dept., 

Council  Offices. 

Elmondesham  House, 

High  Street, 

Amersham, 

Bucks. 

September,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Amersham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  place  before  you  the  Report  on  this 
District  for  the  year  1946. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  became  law.  Under  Part  III  of  this  Act  the  present  major 
authorities,  that  is,  the  County  Councils  and  the  County  Borough 
Councils  became  Local  Health  Authorities.  They  will  be  res- 
ponsible for  the  provision  of  such  personal  services  as  vaccina- 
tion against  smallpox,  immunization  against  diphtheria,  ambu- 
lance services,  midwifery  and  home  nursing,  Health  Visiting 
and  Domestic  Helps  throughout  the  whole  of  their  areas.  The 
appointed  day  upon  which  the  Act  will  come  into  force  is  the 
5th  July,  1948.  The  local  Health  Authority  for  this  Council’s 
area  is  the  Bucks  County  Council.  The  Amersham  Rural 
District  Council  will  remain  as  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

Another  matter  which  will  affect  the  residents  of  this  District 
is  the  passage  of  the  Water  Act,  1945.  This  will  mean  in  rural 
areas,  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  which  will 
be  supplied  with  water  for  domestic  purposes^  by  means  of  a 
piped  water  supply.  In  Amersham  there  is  a large  number  of 
shallow  wells  in  use'  for  the  provision  of  domestic  water,  but 
they  are  kept  under  constant  scrutiny  to  ensure  that  the  water 
is  suitable  for  that  purpose. 

After  holding  the  appointment  for  a period  of  25  years,  Dr. 
Humphrey  England  retired  from  the  position  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  this  Council  on  the  30th  September,  1946,  and  I 
took  over  the  duties  as  from  the  1st  October.  I would  like  to 
thank  Dr.  England  for  the  great  help  and  assistance  he  gave  me 
during  the  period  of  taking  over. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Council 
for  their  valuable  help,  particularly  Mr.  Lloyd,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Council,  for  their  unfailing  assistance  and 
finally,  Sir,  may  I thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  the  Councillors 
for  your  kindly  co-operation  since  I took  over  my  duties  in  the 
Autumn. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

1.  Statistics  and  Vital  Statistics 

Population  38,720 

Area  (Acres)  of  District  ...  46,233 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  10,804 

Rateable  Value  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  <£310,861 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £1,256 

Amersham  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  about  72 
square  miles  and  contains  three  well  marked  suburban  type 
communities,  namely  Amersham,  Great  Missenden  and  The 
Chalfonts. 

Because  of  the  migration  of  population  and  industry  into  this 
district  due  to  the  war,  these  three  communities  increasingly 
became  dormitory  areas  for  London.  Several  light-industries 
which  were  housed  in  these  areas  during  the,  war  will,  in  all 
probability,  remain  permanently  in  the  District. 

Fortunately  large  tracts  of  country  in  this  Council’s  area  were 
preserved  under  the  Green  Belt  Act  before  the  1939-45  war  and 
the  more  recent  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act.  Large  areas 
of  land  in  the  District  will  not  be  subject  to  the  indiscriminate 
development  which  characterised  other  dormitory  areas  after 
the  first  world  war. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there  is  a natural  tendency  to 
the  preservation  of  the  balance  of  the  needs  of  agriculture, 
light-industry  and  rural  industry  as  well  as  the  preservation 
of  the  residential  character  of  the  Distict. 

The  area  of  the  Amersham  Rural  District  is  46,233  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s,  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
for  1946  was  38,720. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
at  the  end  of  1946  was  10,804. 

The  rateable  value  of  all  hereditaments  in  the  District  on 
31st  December  was  £310,861  and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  for 
the  financial  year  1946-47  was  £ 1,256. 

2.  Births 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 16.1 

Birth  Rate  per  England  and  Wales  19.1 

(a)  Live  Births : Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate 301  284  585 

Illegitimate  20  18  38 

(b)  Still  Births : Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate 5 9 14 

Illegitimate  1 3 4 

Still  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  — 28.0 
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(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  1 

( d ) Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  21 

Males  Females  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  14  6 20 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — 11 


Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  34.0 
Infant  Mortality  : All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  33.0 

England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

related  births  43.0 

3.  Deaths 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

10.7 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

11.5 

Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Heart  Diseases 

63 

61 

124 

2. 

Cancer 

33 

37 

70 

3. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

9 

22 

4. 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

8 

9 

17 

5. 

Congenital  malformation, 

premature  births,  etc. 

10 

7 

17 

6. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

9 

14 

7. 

Bronchitis 

6 

6 

12 

8. 

Other  Digestive  Causes 

6 

5 

11 

9. 

Influenza 

5 

1 

6 

10. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respirat- 
ory System 

4 

2 

6 

11. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 
denum 

4 

4 

13. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

2 

2 

15. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

— 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17. 

Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2 
years) 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

19. 

Appendicitis  ...  

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1 

1 

21. 

Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

22. 

Other  Violence 

5 

7 

12 

23. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

21 

32 

53 

24. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 
known 

17 

12 

29 

207  209 


416 


TABLE  I 

Birth-Rates,  Civilian  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case  rates  for  certain  Infecious  diseases  in  the  Year  1946 
(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekty  and  Quarterly  Returns)  


England 

and 

Wales 

County  Boro 
and  Great 
Towns  includ- 
ing London 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

* Rates  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population: — 

Live  Births 

19  I § 

22.2 

21.3 

21-5 

Still  „ 

0 53  § 

O 67 

0-59 

°-54 

Deaths: 

All  Causes 

11  5 § 

12.7 

1 1-7 

12.7 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping 

0.02 

0.02 

002 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

O.OI 

O.OI 

0.01 

0 01 

Influenza 

0 15 

0.13 

O.I4 

0.12 

Small  Pox 

0 00 

O OO 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.00 

O.OI 

0.00 

O.OI 

Rates  per  1 

,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under 

1 year  of  age 

43  1 

46 

37 

41 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under 

4.4 

6. 1 

2.8 

4.2 

2 years  of  age 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population:— 

Notifications 

Typhoid  Fever 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0 01 

O.OI 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.05 

0.04 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.38 

i-5i 

i-33 

1.42 

Whooping  Cough 

2.28 

2.48 

2.05 

2.22 

Diphtheria 

0.28 

0.32 

0.31 

O.24 

Erysipelas 

0.22 

0.25 

0.22 

O.27 

Small  Pox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Mea  sles 

3-92 

4-73 

3-7° 

7-35 

Pneumonia 

O.89 

1.02 

0.74 

°-75 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

(a)  Notifications: — 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

}8.50 

io-35 

7-^3 

f 1.62 
1 1I  9-68 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality — England  and  Wales: — 


Abortion 
with  Sepsis 


0.13 


Abortion 
without  Sepsis 


0.06 


Puerperal 

Infections 


0.18 


Other 


1.06 


Abortion:-  Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45  - England  and  Wales 


No,  of  Cases  with  Sepsis 


1 1 


No.  of  Cases  without  Sepsis 
5 


* A (-)  Dash  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
§ Rates  per  1,000  Total  Population 


IT  Per  1,000  related  Births 
||  Including  Puerperal  Fever 
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B Health  Services 

1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

Three  Laboratories  have  been  used  by  the  Council,  during  the 
year,  for  examination  of  specimens. 

1.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford, 
which  has  undertaken  the  examination  of  sputum 
specimens  and  nasal-throat  swabs. 

2.  The  National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying, 
Shinfield,  Reading,  carried  out  the  examination  of  milk 
samples. 

3.  The  Clinical  Research  Association  of  Watergate 
House,  York  Buildings,  Adelphi,  W.C.2,  for  chemi- 
cal and  bacteriological  examination  of  water  samples. 

2.  Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  supplied  by  the 
Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital  (Joint  Board). 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  kept  at  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  Headquarters,  Woodside  Road, 
Amersham. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nature  of  the  arrangements  in  the  Area 

GENERAL 


Amersham 
Amersham  Common 
Chesham  Bois 
Coleshill 
Winchmore  Hill 


2 Queen's  Nurses. 

M.  M.  Groves, 

■ M.  Otter, 

7 First  Avenue,  Amersham. 


Telephone 

Amersham 

374 


Chalfont  St.  Giles  \ 1 Queen’s  Nurse. 

Seer  Green  j M.  C.  Bott,  Bay  Cottage,  White 

Hart  Lane,  Chalfont  St.  Giles. 

1 District  Nurse  Midwife 
K.  Randles,  Hillside,  Highland 
Road,  Seer  Green. 


* Chalfont  St.  Peter  2 Queen’s  Nurses. 

B.  E.  Turner  and  A.  E.  Stanley, 
“Strathlene”,  Lower  Road, 
Chalfont  St.  Peter. 


Lee  Common 
The  Lee 
Chart  ridge 
Swan  Bottom 


’ I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

. H.  Dalrymple,  Church  Cottage, 
Lee  Common, 

' Nr.  Gt.  Missenden. 


* Ashley  Green 
Whelpley  Hill 
Ley  Hill 
Lye  Green 
Tylers  Green 
Latimer 

Holmer  Green 
Penn  Street 
Penn 


I I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

M.  Bly,  Nurses  Cottage, 
i.  Ley  Hill,  Nr.  Chesham. 


1 Queen’s  Nurse. 

■ H.  Peck,  Elmhurst, 
, Elm  Road,  Penn. 


Chal.  St.  G. 
4i3 

Jordans 
21 37 

Gerr.  X 
2559 


The  Lee 

213 


Chesham 

238 


Penn 

2130 
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Little  Missenden 
Great  Missenden 
Little  Kingshill 
Hyde  Heath 

Haw  ridge 
St.  Leonards 
Buckland  Common 
Cholesbury 


v I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

| F.  Parker,  Nurses  Cottage, 

| Rignall  Road,  Gt.  Missenden. 

\ I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

L R.  Coles,  Sandpit  Hill, 

I Buckland  Common,  Nr.  Tring. 


Gt.  Miss. 

7 1 


Cholesbury 

269 


* Prestwood  l 1 Queen’s  Nurse. 

Gt.  Kingshill  ’ J.  D.  MacDonald,  Gt.  Miss. 

Nurses  Cottage,  Prestwood,  209 

Gt.  Missenden. 

All  the  above  Nurses  are  State  Certified  Midwives  employed  by 
the  local  District  Nursing  Associations. 

The  employing  Associations  are  subsidised  by  the  local  authority 
(Bucks.  C.C.)  in  respect  of  midwifery  and  in  addition  for  health 
visiting  and  school  work  where  this  is  undertaken. 

* These  Nurses  hold  the  Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

Infections  Diseases 

The  above  District  Nurses  do  not  attend  infectious  cases, 
those  that  cannot  be  properly  nursed  by  relatives,  or  properly 
isolated,  are  sent  into  the  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

4.  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  12  Infant  Welfare  Centres — namely  at  Amersham- 
on-the-Hill ; Whielden  Street,  Amersham;  Chalfont  St.  Giles; 
Chalfont  St.  Peter;  Winchmore  Hill;  Great  Missenden;  Little 
Chalfont;  Brushwood  Drive,  Chorley  Wood;  Holmer  Green; 
Tylers  Green ; Seer  Green  and  Cholesbury. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  most  of  the 
above  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


School  Clinics 

At  Chesham  (Germain  Street)  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orth- 
opaedic (not  restricted  to  children  of  school  age).  At  Chalfont 
St.  Peter,  Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Patients  are  also  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  Aylesbury 
and  at  Chesham. 


Hospitals 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
Statutory  Rules  and  Orders:  No.  2158 

(■ Determination  of  Regional  Hospital  Areas) 

Under  Section  II  of  the  above  Act,  the  Minister  is  empowered 
to  constitute  Regional  Hospital  Boards  for  such  areas  as  he 
may  determine,  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  functions  with 
respect  to  the  hospital  and  specialist  services  in  those  areas. 

As  the  first  step  towards  the  setting  up  of  the  administrative 
machinery  for  the  future  hospital  service  the  Minister  of  Health 
on  December  20th,  1946,  laid  before  Parliament  an  order  de- 
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fining'  the  areas  for  which  regional  hospital  boards  were  to  be 
responsible  under  this  Act. 

In  the  provisional  proposals  for  the  boundaries  of  those 
areas,  suggested  by  the  Minister,  the  Rural  District  of  Amer- 
sham  was  included  in  the  North  West  London  Hospital  Region, 
but  on  the  recommendation  of  the  bodies  consulted  by  the  Min- 
ister, a change  was  made;  the  Amersham  Rural  District  Area 
became  included  in  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  area  instead 
of  the  North  West  London  area. 

This  change  gave  rise  to  a good  deal  of  disquiet  locally,  and 
after  consultation  with  neighbouring  local  authorities  and  local 
members  of  the  medical  profession  a joint  deputation  met  the 
Minister  of  Health  at  Whitehall  on  Tuesday  the  28th  Januarv, 
1947. 

The  Minister  assured  the  deputation  that  the  boundaries  under 
the  Orders  were  not  rigid,  and  would  be  subject  to  such  modi- 
fications as  might  appear  desirable  after  experience  had  been 
gained  of  the  operation  of  the  scheme. 

Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows  : — 

For  Non-inf  ectious  Diseases  : 

(a)  Within  the  District : — 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  36,  Men  10,  Women  14,  Children  5,  Private  7. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  are  carried  out 

and  there  is  a fully  equipped  X-ray  apparatus. 

There  is  also  an  E.M.S.  Hospital  at  St.  Mary's,  Whielden 

Street,  Amersham. 

( b ) Outside  the  District : — 

(i)  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  22,  Men  8,  Women  7,  Children  5,  and  2 private 

wards. 

There  are  facilities  for  X-ray  examinations. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  in  Chesham. 

(ii)  Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital  at  Aylesbury. 

(iii)  The  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  High 

Wycombe. 

As  the  District  is  only  about  25  miles  from  London,  patients 
are  frequently  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  London  Hospitals. 

For  Infections  Diseases.  (Other  than  Small  Pox  or  Tubercul- 
osis). 

Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Com- 
mon Reading. 

The  Colony  for  Epileptics  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  is  also  within 
the  District. 


II 


C.  Infectious  Diseases 

1.  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  328  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
received. 

Three  persons  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  but 
in  two  instances  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  The  con- 
firmed case  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Chalfont  St.  Peter. 

49  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  but 
in  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  32  of  the  patients 
were  removed  to  hospital  as  conditions  at  home  were  unfavour- 
able for  isolation.  The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the 
district  as  follows  : 

Amersham  7,  Ashley  Green  2,  Chartridge  5,  Seer  Green  3, 
The  Lee  2,  Chesham  Bois  1,  Chenies  1,  Latimer  1,  Chalfont 
St.  Peter  23,  Great  Missenden  2,  Penn  1. 

102  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  65  the  previous  year.  8 cases  occurred  in 
January,  19  in  February,  13  in  March,  28  in  April,  1 in  May, 
2 in  June,  14  in  July,  7 in  August,  3 in  October,  2 in  November 
and  5 in  December. 

They  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  as  follows  : — 

Amersham  46,  Chesham  Bois  6,  Coleshill  3,  Ashley  Green  1, 
Cholesbury-cum-St.  Leonards  2,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  16,  Chalfont 
St.  Giles  5,  Seer  Green  1,  Great  Missenden  7,  Little  Missenden 
13,  Penn  2. 

94  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  481  during  the  previous  year.  1 case  occured  in  January, 
16  in  March,  23  in  April,  6 in  May,  2 in  June,  1 in  July,  4 in 
August,  7 in  October,  23  in  November  and  9 in  December. 

They  were  distributed  through  the  district  as  follows  : — 

Amersham  12,  Chesham  Bois  2,  Ashley  Green  1, Cholesbury- 
cum-St.  Leonards  1,  Chalfont  St.  Peten  26,  Chalfont  St.  Giles 
38,  Seer  Green  10,  Great  Missenden  3,  Little  Missenden  1. 

13  Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  from  Shardeloes 
Maternity  Hospital  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death  from 
the  disease. 

3 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  from  Shar- 
deloes Maternity  Hospital  during  the  year. 

3 Cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year, 

1 at  Amersham,  1 at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  1 at  The  Lee. 

6 cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year,  3 at  Am- 
ersham, 2 at  Chalfontl  St.  Peter  and  1 at  Seer  Green. 

10  Cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  8 at 
Amersham,  1 at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  1 at  Little  Missenden. 

2 cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
y ear,  1 at  Chalfont  St.  Giles  and  1 at  Seer  Green.  There  were 

2 deaths  from  the  disease. 

1 case  of  Dysentery  at  Chalfont  St.  Pter. 
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TABLE  III. 


MEASLES 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

No.  of 

No.  of 

AGES 

cases 

Deaths 

cases 

Deaths 

notified 

notified 

Under  i year 

6 

5 

2 

i year 

8 

12 

2 years 

9 

13 

3 years 

6 

11 

4 years 

7 

15 

5 years 

45 

42 

io  years 

1 1 

3 

15  years 

1 

• 

20  years 

1 

1 

35  years 

• 

. 

• 

45  years 

• 

• 

65  years  and  over 

• 

• 

1 

2.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

In  the  10-year  period  1931-40  the  number  of  children  who 
died  from  Diphtheria,  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  2,800  an- 
nually. In  1946  the  uncorrected  number  of  deaths  was  472.  In 
other  words,  during  the  10-year  period  of  1931-40,  the  number 
of  children  who  died  from  Diphtheria  was  approximately  seven 
times  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  1946  from  the 
disease.  In  part,  this  satisfactory  result  is  due  to  the  prophy- 
lactic preventative  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  which  has 
been  proceeding  actively  since  1940. 

The  percentage  figures  of  children  immunised  against  Diph- 
theria/ in  the  Amersham  Rural  District  are  as  follows  : — 

0 — 5 years  group 55.1% 

5 — 15  years  group 56.7% 

These  are  good  figures,  but  they  indicate  a proportion  of 
one  in  two  children  immunised;  the  proportion  required  is  two 
children  out  of  three. 
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Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 
Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1946. 

TABLE  IV. 


Age  at  13/12/46 
i.e.  Born  in  year 

1946 
Under  1 

1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1937-41 

59 

10-14 

1932-36 

Total 
Under  15 

Number  immunised 

22 

92 

251 

471 

587 

894 

2058 

4375 

Estimated  mid-year 
population  1946  , 

7710 

2790 

4920 

3.  Tuberculosis 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relat- 
ing to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed 
in  the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  (relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  per- 
sons suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 


TABLE  V. 

TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1946 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

0 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

1 

• 

1 

2 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

5 

• 

1 

• 

2 

• 

• 

• • 

15 

11 

6 

9 

2 

• 

I 

• • 

25 

7 

2 

2 

• 

3 

• 

1 

35 

2 

• 

2 

• 

1 

• 

• • 

45 

2 

2 

• 

• 

• 

1 

• • 

55 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

65  and  over 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

' 

TOTALS 

23 

12 

6 

4 

4 

2 

1 
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D Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  Water 

The  piped  supply  is  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  samples  of  the  water  from  the  public  water 
mains  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  in 
all  cases  the  results  were  satisfactory.  Copies  of  the  Public 
Analysts  Reports  are  shown  in  Appendix  I and  II. 

During  the  year  investigations  and  negotiations  were  com- 
menced for  the  carrying  out  of  9 extensions  of  the  water  main 


Parish  Approx,  length 

of  extension 

Situation  in  yards 

Beamond  End  Little  Missenden  100 

Hog  Lane,  Holmer  Green  Little  Missenden  390 

Spurlands  End,  Holmer  Green  Little  Missenden  543 

Heath  End — Spurlands  End  Great  Missenden  1796 

Jasons  Hill,  Ley  Hill  Latimer  500 

The  Vale,  Chesham  Ashley  Green  & 

Cholesbury  - cum- 
St.  Leonards  3350 

Fagnall  Lane,  Winchmore  Hill  Coleshill  and  Penn  300 

Magpie  Lane*  Coleshill  Coleshill  120 

London  Road,  Chalfont  St.  Chalfont  St.  Peter  500 

Giles 


The  Council’s  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
necessary  loan  sanction  in  connection  with  these  proposed  ex- 
tensions was  submitted  in  November,  1946. 

14,  samples  of  water  were  also  obtained  from  sources  other 
than  public  supplies  and  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  ex- 
amination. 6 of  these  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the 
remainder  were  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

2.  Public  Cleansing  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  these  two 
services  on  an  adequate  basis,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour 
and  lack  of  spare  parts  to  vehicles.  The  Council  have  four 
vehicles  on  order  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  delivery  of  these 
vehicles  and  when  more  labour  becomes  available,  a more 
satisfactory  service  will  be  operated. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

During  the  year  16  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewer  in 
the  Parishes  of  Amersham  and  Chesham  Bois. 

The  only  parts  of  the  District  which/  at  present  have  a main 
drainage  system  are  Amersham  and  Chesham  Bois  and  Great 
and  Little  Missenden.  The  remainder  of  the!  district  depends 
upon  cesspool  drainage. 

Samples  of  Sewage  Effluent  are  taken  periodically  for  anal- 
ysis. A copy  of  the  Public  Analyst’s  Report  on  a sample  is 
shown  in  Appendix  III. 
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4.  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits 


during  the  year  : — 

Nature  of  Inspection  or  Visit 

GENERAL  sanitation 

Water  Supply  

• • • 

50 

Drainage  

• • • 

64 

Factories 

• • • 

06 

Refuse  Disposal 

• • • 

11 

Smoke  Observations 

• • • 

3 

Schools 

• • • 

3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

• • • 

105 

HOUSING 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 

90 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

• • • 

42 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 

• • • 

151 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

• • • 

82 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  connection  with  overcrowding 

11 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

• • « 

11 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Vermin 

• • • 

3 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

• • • 

6 

Visits  in  connection  with  disinfestation 

• • • 

35 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

• • • 

49 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

• • • 

51 

Visits  re  Disinfection 

• • • 

54 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 

• • • 

21 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits,  including 

visits 

to 

Slaughterhouses 

• • • 

• • • 

279 

Visits  to  : 

Butchers 

• • • 

49 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

• • • 

43 

G rocers  . . . » . * ...  ... 

• • • 

74 

Cowsheds  (including  Sediment  Testing) 

• • • 

46 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

• • • 

170 

Ice-cream  Premises 

• • • 

9 

Bakehouses 

• • • 

16 

Confectioners 

• • • 

3 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling 

• • • 

102 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

• • • 

43 

GAME  ACT,  1931. 

No.  of  Game  Licences  renewed  

• • • 

6 

No.  of  Game  Licences  issued 

• • • 

Nil 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928 

and  1936 

78 

No.  of  Licences  renewed  ...  

• • • 

No.  of  New  Licences  issued  

• • • 

9 

No.  of  Licences  transferred 

• • • 

2 

No.  of  Visits  made  

• • • 

22 

17 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

No.  of  Factories  on  register  ati  end  of  year 
No.  of  visits  and  inspections 
No.  of  defects  found 
No.  of  defects  remedied 
SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 
No.  of  Slaughterman’s  licences  renewed 
No.  of  new  Licences  issued 
RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 
No.  of  premises  visited 
No.  of  premises  re-visited 
No.  of  premises  treated 
No.  of  rats  picked  up  from  poisoning 
No.  of  rats  estimated  to  have  been  destroyed  ... 
SHOPS 


..  144 
..  66 
..  15 

..  9 

..  7 

..  3 


5002 

312 

380 

908 

4773 


No  casesl  of  contravention  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
were  found  during  the  year. 

5.  Smoke  Abatement 

By  reason  of  the  nature  of  the  industries  generally  found  in 
the  Rural  District,  little  trouble  has  been  experienced  from 
smoke  nuisances.  One  complaint  concerning  premises  at  Amer- 
sham  was  investigated,  but  conditions  were  not  considered  suf- 
ficiently bad  to  necessitate  action.  In  this  particular  case  it 
was  alleged  that  the  lower  quality  of  fuel  which  had  to  be  ac- 
cepted in  these  days  made  the  task  of  smoke  abatement  more 
difficult. 

6.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 
Disinfestation. 

24  cases  of  infestation  were  dealt  with,  14  being  bed  bugs,  4 
fleas,  4 flies,  1 flourmites  and  1 mosquitoes. 

In  21  cases,  5%  D.D.T.  in  oil  solution  was  used,  and  such 
treatment  appeared  to  be  fully  effective. 

The  use  of  “Gammexene”  smoke  generators  against  fleas, 
D.D.T.  smoke  generators  against  bugs  and  “Thermatox”  blocks 
against  fleas  also  gave  satisfactory  results. 

7.  Schools 

In  October,  Schools  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  and  Chalfont  St. 
Giles  were  inspected  re  general  sanitation  and  recommendations 
made  to  the  school  managers. 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
1.  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 

This  Branch  of  the  Department’s  work  continued  to  receive  a 
good  deal  of  attention  throughout  the  year.  By  means  of 
visits  to  producers  at  milking  times,  the  production  methods 
were,'  kept  under  close  surveillance,  and  by  means  of  carrying 
out  sedimentation  tests  it  was  possible  to  demonstrate  visually 
and  practically,  the  value  of  using  the  utmost  care  in  cleansing 
the  animals  thoroughly  prior  to  milking.  As  always,  it  was 
found  that  on  those  farms  where  close  attention  had  been  paid 
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to  these  details,  there  was  little  to  complain  of,  but  unfortun- 
ately there  does  seem  to  be  a certain  type  of  farmer,  who  per- 
sists in  inattention  to  cleanliness.  This  type  invariably  res- 
ponds after  a propaganda  campaign  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
only  to  fall  away  again  when  supervision  is  relaxed  in  the 
slightest  degree.  The  general  level  of  cleanlinesss  amongst 
producers  in  this  area  is  quite  high,  and  every  effort  is  made  to 
improve  the  standards  of  those  whose  methods  leave  something 
to  be  desired. 

Samples  have  been  examined  by  the  National  Institute  for 
Dairying  Research  at  Shinfield,  and  though,  in  the  case  of  un- 
graded milk,  it  has  been  impossible  to  take  any  statutory  action, 
in  the  absence  of  any  standard  for  such  milk,  the  results  have 
been  valuable,  in  that  bad  results  have  directed  the  Depart- 
ment’s attention  to  farms  where  all  has  obviously  not  been  well. 

Producers  have  been  encouraged  to  improve  their  standards, 
and  every  effort  made  to  enable  them  to  attain  the  minimum 
standard  of  Accredited  Producers.  Improvements  have  been 
effected  at  several  farms,  from  a structural  point  of  view, 
others  are  being  pressed. 

It  is  to  be  emphasised  that  adequate  control  over  milk  produc- 
tion is  impossible  as  long  as  there  is  such  a product  as  non- 
designated  milk,  requiring  conformation  with  no  statutory  stan- 
dard, and  as  long  as  there  is  no  specific  definition  of  the  word 
“clean”,  in  relation  to  milk  vessels,  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order. 

During  the  year  38  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

34  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  the  re- 
maining 4 were  rejected.  One  of  the  rejected  samples  was 
pasteurised  and  the  other  3 ungraded.  When  the  repeat 
sample  of  the  pasteurised  was  taken  it  was  found  to  conform  to 
the  Statutory  requirements. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936  and  1938 

At  the  end  of  the  year  21  licences  had  been  issued  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations  Orders),  1936  and  1938  as 
follows  : — 

Designation  Dealer’s  Bottling  Dealer’s  Retail-  Supplementary 


Licence 

ing  Licence 

Licence 

Tuberculin  Tested  1 

10 

4 

Accredited  Pasteurised 

4 

2 

16  of  the  above  licences  were  renewals,  and  5 were  new 
licences. 

Within  the  Rural  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
40  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  16  producers  of 
Accredited  milk. 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  (MILK  & DAIRIES)  ACT,  1944 

The  Council  will  no  doubt  be  aware  that  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  & Dairies)  Act,  1944,  is  a measure  with  far-reaching  con- 
sequences. The  effect  of  the  Act  and  of  the  revision  of  the 
relevant  Regulations  which  it  involves,  will  be  to  transfer  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  from  a day  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  registration)  of  dairy 
farms  and  dairy  farmers  and  the  control  of  clean  milk  produc- 
tion hitherto  exercised  by  Local  Authorities  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Orders,  1926;  and  also  to  make  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  the  Licensing  Authority  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  for  raw  designated 
milks. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

During  the  year  279  visits  were  paid  to  meat  and  food  prem- 
ises. 

3 tons,  18  cwt.,  2 qr.,  5|  lb.  of  meat  was  found  on  inspection 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  the  entire  amount  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  persons  having  possession  of 
the  same. 

Other  Foodstuffs  condemned  were  as  follozvs  : 


Macaroni  in  Cheese 
Syrup 
Sausages 
Biscuits 
Sweets 
Wet  Fish 
Flour 
Bacon 
Fish  Cakes 
Prunes 
Cheese 
Eggs 
Brawn 
Margarine 
Lard 

Rabbits  

Sausagemeat 

Mustard 

Meat 

Fish  

Jam  

Milk  

Vegetables 

Fruit 

Spaghetti 

Honey  

Meat  and  Vegetables 


Tinned  Goods 


lb. 


yy 


yy 


l 
4 

62 
9i 
18  „ 
1317  „ 

42  „ 

74i  „ 

44  dozen 
37  lb. 
140 
287 
6 

56 
14 
33 

% lb. 


yy 


lb. 


yy 


yy 


21 

163 

78 

10 

80 

73 

11 

2 

2 

2 


„ (soiled) 
tins  (604  lb.) 


yy 


yy 


yy 


yy 


yy 


yy 


lb.  (damaged) 
tins 
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The  Central  Slaughtering  Scheme  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  still  operates,  only  slaughtering  of  pigs  be- 
ing carried  out  in  the  area  during  the  year.  11,235  pigs  were 
slaughtered  at  the  two  bacon  factories  and  examined  for  fitness 
for  human  consumption.  Approximately  329  pigs  or  2.4%  were 
found  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis  to  some  degree. 

F Housing 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  proper  maintenance  and  repair  of  cottage 
property  during  the  war  years,  a very  large  number  of  houses 
were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
operating  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  most  of  the  defects 
were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  It  has  not  been 
practicable  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  to 
call  upon  owners  of  property  to  carry  out  improvements,  such 
as  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets,  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  have  confined  their  requirements  to  essential  repairs 
only  to  render  premises  reasonably  habitable  and  weatherproof. 

During  the  year  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  continued  and 


completed  in  the  parishes  of  Seer  Green,  Coleshill  and  Little 
Missenden.  The  following  is  a sumary  of  the  categorisation  of 
all  property  of  a rateable  value*  of  £\7  or  under. 


Chalfont- 

Seer  Coleshill  Lt.  Miss. 

t 

St. -Giles 

Green 

Category  I 

Satisfactory  in  all 
respects  

52 

15 

10 

46 

„ II 

Minor  defects  ... 

6 3 

IQ 

5 

32 

„ HI 

Fit  for  habitation 
but  requiring  re- 
pair, improvement, 
etc.  ...  ... 

30 

20 

98 

100 

„ iv 

Unfit  for  habita- 
tion but  suitable 

for  repair  and  re- 
conditioning 

55 

2 

1 7 

1 7 

„ v 

Unfit  for  habita- 

tion and  of  a type 
that  should  be  de- 

26 

molished  ... 

72 

25 

24 

In  the  case  of  Category  II  houses  the  defects  consist  mainly  of 
dampness,  dirty  walls  and  ceilings,  defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster, 
defective  floors,  defective  windows,  window  frames  and  deteriora- 
tion of  external  paint  work. 

Category  III  includes  those  houses  where  the  conversion  of  pail 
closets  or  earth  closets  to  water  closets,  is  required  to  be  carried 
out  and  includes  also  premises  which  havo  no  properly  ventilated 
food  store  or  are  otherwise  inadequately  ventilated. 

Category  IV  includes  houses  which  are  structurally  sound  but  are 
deficient  of  the  minimum  sanitation  and  amenities  and  subject  to  a 
further  detailed  inspection  being  made,  may  not  be  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost. 

Category  V includes  a number  of  cottages  on  which  demolition 
orders  were  served  just  prior  to  or  during  the  early  part  of  the  war. 
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Apendix  I 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

M.35. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ref. : C.H. — Taken  from  tap  connected  to  main  supply  of  Chiltern 
Hills  Spring  Water  Co.,  at  The  Laurels  Dairy,  Hawridge. 


Appearance  and  Colour  Normal 

Reaction  (pH)  7.0 

Parts  Per  100,000 

Free  Carbon  dioxide  1.2 

Free  Chlorine  .... 0.14 

Total  Solids  20.0 

Loss  on  ignition  3.6 

Chloride  in  Chlorides  1.50 

Free  Ammonia  0.0012 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  , nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.30 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  98 0 F.)  nil 

Hardness  (Temporary)  ..., 12.5 

Hardness  (Permanent)  3.0 

Hardness  (Total)  5 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper  and  Zinc)  not  found 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  at  370  C 1 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  at  22 0 C o 

Bacillus!  Coli  Not  found  in  100  ml. 

Prom  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
organic  and  bacteriological  purity  and  is  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  Button. 

Public  Analyst. 
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Appendix  II 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

M.34. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  from  the 
AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCI. 

Ref.  B. — Taken  from  tap  connected  to  main  supply  of  Great  Berk- 
hamsted  Water  Co.,  at  John’s  Lane  Farm,  Ashley  Green. 


Appearance  and  Colour  Normal 

Reaction  (pH)  7.5 

Parts  per  100,000 

Free  Carbon  dioxide  3.4 

Free  Chlorine  ••• nil 

Total  Solids  , 31.5 

Loss  on  ignition  ,... 5.2 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  1.55 

Free  Ammonia  •••.., 0.0020 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.33 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  1 nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  98°  F.)  0.005 

Hardness  (Temporary)  22.0 

Hardness  (Permanent)  ,••• 4.5 

Hardness  (Total)  26.5 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper  & Zinc)  ••• not  found 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in  48  hours  at  37°  C •••...  1 

Colonies  on  agar  in  72  hours  at  22 0 C 1 

Bacillus  Coli  ••• Not  found  in  100  ml. 


From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  of  high 
organic  and  bacteriological  purity  and  is  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  Button. 

Public  Analyst, 


Appendix  III 

Public  Analyst’s  Department, 

Health  Services  Department, 

Walworth  Road,  S.E.17. 

M.36. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  SEWAGE  EFFLUENT  received 
from  the  AMERSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Amersham  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  From  last  manhole  prior 
to  discharge  into  stream. 

Appearance — nearly  colourless,  trace  of  suspended  matter. 
Odour — very  slight. 

Reaction — slightly  alkaline.  pH  8.0. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Total  solids  r, 42.1 

Loss  on  ignition  7.5 

Solids  in  suspension  Trace 

Free  Ammonia  O.180 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.048 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.85 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  0006 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  3.0 


Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  (3  hrs.  at  98°  F.)  0.43 
Dissolved  oxygen  absorbed  in  5 days  1.09 

From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  this  may  be  regarded 
as  a satisfactory  effluent. 

(Signed)  D.  F.  H.  Button. 

Public  Analyst. 
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